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Christianisme et socialisme. Par Frank Thomas. (Geneve : Jeheber, 
1902; pp. 119; fr. 1.50.) This booklet is a series of lectures given 
before a mixed assembly with the purpose of conciliating socialists and 
awakening the conscience of the church to its social duties. It makes 
no contribution to the subject, but is interesting as a sign of the times. 
— Social Institutions. By Denton J. Snider. (St. Louis : Sigma Pub- 
lishing Co., 1901 ; pp. 615; $1.50.) If one looks to find, under the 
title " Social Institutions," a treatise on social science, he will be dis- 
appointed; and yet there are interesting discussions of the psychology 
of social movements scattered through the volume. The influence of 
Hegel is seen in every chapter, and is acknowledged by the author 
(p. 42) ; but he is not slavishly followed. The movement of the institu- 
tional world is described as unfolding itself in three forms, the secular 
institution, the religious institution, and the educative institution. 
Each institution is treated in three directions : its positive element, 
its negative element, and its evolution. The family is regarded as the 
embryonic form of all later institutions ; and the author's treatment 
of the subject, in quaint, rare, partly obsolete, and only partly intelli- 
gible Hegelian terminology, presents a noble, spiritual, and sane ideal 
(pp. 59-168). To most students of sociology the author's identification 
of " society " with the " economic body, the industrial order, the com- 
mercial world," will appear to be very objectionable ; and his list of 
human " wants" — food, raiment, and shelter — is decidedly brief, and not 
at all characteristically "human." It is curious, sometimes amusing, 
to discover modern economic conceptions masked under the unusual 
phrases of the philosopher (pp. 164-335). The method of oracular 
assertion, so natural to a seer who disdains controversy, even with 
fellow-scholars, is conspicuous and frequent. For example, it is calmly 
declared (p. 359) : " If God is the Father, then the son, who is man, 
is absolutely necessary to make him Father. Man is not better than 
his God, nor is God better than his man " (cf. pp. 463, 469). Criti- 
cism of such dogmas belongs to theology, not to sociology. The 
learning, the wide reading, the long meditation, and the serene 
temper of the scholar are everywhere apparent. — Praktisches Christen- 
tum. Vortrage aus der Inneren Mission. Von Theodor Schafer. Vierte 
Folge. (Gutersloh: Bertelsmann, 1901 ; pp. 203. M. 2.40.) The 
"Inner- Mission " is a title so happily chosen and so associated with the 
Christlike works which are the most convincing evidences of Christi- 
anity in our skeptical age, that we are fortunate in being able to adopt 
it almost literally into English speech. Already the scientific treat- 
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ment of the subject has found its way into the universities of Germany. 
The little collection of lectures in the volume now before us represents 
rather the plea of a technical expert than the systematic treatise of the 
academic hall. It is the fourth in a series published from the pen and 
heart of the gifted author of Leitfaden der Innern Mission, editor of 
the chief organ of the movement and director of the training institute 
for deaconesses at Altona. In the two lectures entitled " Halbe und 
ganze Innere Mission" and " Ein halbes Jahrhundert Innerer Mission," 
one may study from the inside the progress of this form of philan- 
thropy and the criticism of its most intelligent leaders. The biograph- 
ical sketches are good examples of the method of using life-histories to 
illustrate a work and arouse interest in service. — C. R. Henderson. 

Introduction to the Study of the Dependent, Defective, and Delinquent 
Classes, and of Their Social Treatment. By Charles Richmond Hender- 
son. (Second edition, enlarged and rewritten. Boston: Heath, 190 1 ; 
pp. 404; $1.50.) This new edition of what was a pioneer work is 
greatly enlarged and improved. It is the work of a diligent student, a 
well-known teacher, and a man of practical experience with his subjects. 
Professor Henderson is careful in statement, and his opinions are the 
result of a study of facts. They would, however, carry still more weight 
if he had taken the reader a little more through the processes by which 
he himself has reached his conclusions. His " preaching " is good, but 
teaching might often be better. An alliterative title in popular use 
gives the author his working category, and he proceeds to adjust his 
work to his title, with the inevitable result of cramping, distorting, or 
omitting essential material, and leading to disregard of the demands 
of an inductive order of treatment. Inebriates get a very few pages ; 
licentiousness even less ; and the divorced no mention at all. But the 
unemployed, the homeless, the poor, the blind, the deaf-mutes, the 
insane, the epileptic, and others are generally fully considered. And 
yet he says: "We are studying a science." A good book in the field 
of philanthropy might easily have been made still better for that place, 
and also have become a first-rate text-book, had it been more scientifi- 
cally arranged. — Samuel W. Dike. 



